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How WE Rra__y SHUTDOWN Eur W.T.0. 


It's been two weeks now since the 


ties, street theater, meeting facilitation, 


morning when I awoke before dawn to join BY STARHAWK „14 other skills. While many more thou- 


the blockade that shut down the opening meeting of the 
WTO. Since getting out of jail I've been reading the 
media coverage and trying to make sense out of the 
divergence between what I know happened and what has 
been reported. 

For once in a political protest, when we chanted "The 
whole world is watching!" we were telling the truth. I've 
never seen so much media attention on a political action. 
However, most of what has been written is so inaccurate 
that F can't decide if the reporters in question should be 
charged with conspiracy or simply incompetence. The 
reports have pontifieated endlessly about a few broken 
windows, and mostly ignored the Direct Action Network, 
the group that successfully organized the nonviolent 
direct action that ultimately involved thousands of peo- 
ple. The true story of what made the action a suecess is 
not being told. 

The police, in defending 

their brutal and stupid mishan- 
dling of the situation, have said 
they were "not prepared for the 
violence." In reality, they were 
unprepared for the nonviolence 
‘and the numbers and commit- 
ment of the nonviolent 
activists-even though tbe 
blockade was organized in open, 
public meetings and there was 
nothing secret about our strate- 
gy. My suspicion is that our 
model of organization and deci- 
sion making was so foreign to 
their picture of what constitutes 
leadership that they literally 
could not see what was going on 
in front of them. When autbori- 
tarians think about leadership, 
the picture in their minds is of 
one person, usually a guy, or a 
small group standing up and telling other people what to 
do. Power is centralized and requires obedience. 
In contrast, our model of power was decentralized, and 
leadership was invested in the group as a whole. People 
were empowered to make their own decisions, and the 
centralized structures were for co-ordination, not control. 
As a result, we had great flexibility and resilience, and 
many people were inspired to acts of courage they could 
never have been ordered to do. 2 

Неге are some of the key aspects of our model of 
organizing: Training and Preparation: In the weeks and 
days before the bockade, thousands of people were given 
nónviolence training--a three hour course that combined 
thé history and philosophy of nunviolence with real life 
practice through role plays in staying calm in tense situ- 
ations, using nonviolent tactics, responding to brutality, 
and. making decisions together. Thousand also went 
through a second-level training in jail preparation, soli- 
darity strategies and tactics and legal aspects. As well, 
there were first aid trainings, trainings in blockade tac- 
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sands of people took part in the blockade who had not 
attended any of these trainings, a nucleus of groups 
existed who were prepared to face police brutality and 
who could provide a core of resistance and strength. And 
in jail, I saw many situations that played out just like the 
role plays. Activists were able to protect members of their 
group from being singled out or removed by using tacties 
introduced in the trainings. The solidarity tacties we had 
prepared became a real block to the functioning of the 
system. 

COMMON AGREEMENTS: 

Each participant in the action was asked to agree to 
the nonviolence guidelines: To refrain from violence, 
physical or verbal; not to carry weapons, not to bring or 
use illegal drugs or alchohol, and not to destroy property. 
We were asked to agree only for the purpose of the 11/30 
action—not to sign on to any of 
these as a life philosophy, and 
the group acknowledged that 
there is much diversity of opin- 
ion around some of these guide- 
lines. 

AFFINITY GROUPS, 
CLUSTERS AND 
SPOKESCOUNCILS: 

The participants in the action 
were organized into small 
groups called Affinity Groups. 
Each group was empowered to 
make its own decisions around 
how it would participate in the 
blockade. There were groups 
doing street theater, others 
preparing to lock themselves to 
structures, groups with banners 
and giant puppets, others sim- 
ply prepared to link arms and 
nonviolently biock delegates. 
Within each group, there were 
generally some people prepared to risk arrest and others 
who would be their support people in jail, as well as a 
first aid person. . 

Affinity groups were organized into clusters. The 
area around the Convention Center was broken down 
into thirteen sections, and affinity groups and clusters 
committed to hold particular sections. As well, some 
groups were ‘flying groups—free to move to wherever 
they were most needed. All of this was co-ordinated at 
Spokescouncil meetings, where Affinity Groups each sent 
a representative who was empowered to speak for the 
group. 

In practice, this form of organization meant that 
groups could move and react with great flexibility during 
the blockade. If a call went out for more people at a cer- 
tain location, an affinity group could assess the numbers 
holding the line where they were and choose whether or 
not to move. When faced with tear gas, pepper spray, 
rubber bullets and horses, groups and individuals could 
assess their own ability to withstand the brutality. As a 


result, blackade lines held in the face of incredible police 
violence. When one group of people was finally swept 
away by gas and clubs, another would move in to take 
their place. Yet there was also room for those of us in the 
middle-aged, bad lungs/bad backs affinity group to hold 
lines in areas that were relatively peaceful, to interact 
and dialogue with the delegates we turned back, and to 
support the labor march that brought tens of thousands 
through the area at midday. No centralized leader could 
have co-ordinated the scene in the midst of the chaos, 
and none was needed--the organic, autonomous organi- 
zation we had praved far more powerful and effective. No 
authoritarian figure could have compelled people to hold 
а blockade line while being tear gassed--but empowered 
people free to make their own decisions did choose to do 
that. 

CONSENSUS DECISION MAKING: 

The affinity groups, clusters, spokescouncils and 
working groups involved with DAN made decisions by 
consensus--a process that allows every voice to be heard 
and that stresses respect for minority opinions. 
Consensus was part of the nonviolence and jail trainings 
and we made a small attempt to also offer some special 
training in meeting facilitation. We did not interpret con- 
sensus to mean unanimity. The only mandatory agree- 
ment was to act within the nonviolent guidelines. Beyond 
that, the DAN organizers set a tone that valued autono- 
my and freedom over conformity, and stressed co-ordina- 
tion rather than pressure to conform. So, for example, 
our jail solidarity stategy involved staying in jail where 
we could use the pressure of our numbers to protect indi- 
viduals from being singled out for heavier charges or 
more brutal treatment. But no one was pressured to stay 
in jail, or made to feel guilty for bailing out before the 
others. We recognized that each person has their own 
needs and life situation, and that what was important 
was to have taken action at whatever level we each 
could. Had we pressured people to stay in jail, many 
would have resisted and felt resentful and misused. 
Because we didn't, because people felt empowered, not 
manipulated, the vast majority decided for themselves to 
remain in, and many people pushed themselves far 
beyond the boundaries of what they had expected to do. 


VISION AND SPIRIT: D 

The action included art, dance, celebration, song, rit- 
uai and magic. It was more than a protest; it was an 
uprising of a vision of true abundance, a celebration of 
life and creativity and connection, that remained joyful 
in the face of brutality and brought alive the creative 
forces that can truly counter those of injustice and con« 
trol. Many people brought the strength of their personal 
spiritual practice to the action. I saw Buddhists turn 
away angry delegates with loving kindness. We Witches 
led rituals before the action and in jail, and called on the 
elements of nature to sustain us. I was given Reiki when 
sick and we celebrated Hanukah with no candles, .but 
only the blessings and the story of the struggle for reli- 
gious freedom. We found the spirit to sing in our cells, to 
dance a spiral dance in the holding cell, to laugh at the 
hundred petty humiliations the jail inflicts, to comfort 
each other and listen to each other in tense moments, to 
use our time together to continue teaching and organiz- 
ing and envisioning the flourishing of this movement. 
For me, it was one of the most profound spiritual experi- 
ences of my life. 

Tm writing this for two reasons. First, I want to give 
credit to the DAN organizers who did a brilliant and dif- 
ficut job, who learned and applied the lessons of the last- 
twenty years of nonviolent direct action, and who creat- 
ed a powerful, successful and life-changing action in the 
face of enormous odds, an action that has changed the: 
global political landscape and radicalized a new generar 
tion. And secondly, because the true story of how this. 
&ction was organized provides a powerful model that 
activists can learn from. Seattle was only a beginning. 
We have before us the task of building a global movement 
to overthrow corporate control and create a new economy 
based on fairness and justice, on a sound ecology and a 
healthy environment, one that protects human rights 
and serves freedom. We have many campaigns ahead of 
us, and we deserve to learn the true lessons of our súc- 
cesses. 


THANKS AND BLESSINGS, STARHAWK 
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I went to Seattle with 15 members of the 
North Shøre Labor Council, from the area 
between Boston and New Hampshire in 
Massachusetts. Eleven were from IUE Local 
201 at the GE plant in Lynn and Ametek 
Aerospace in Wilmington (my union, of 
which I am President). Contrary to the 
assertions of the liberal economists that the 
primary loss of jobs in the United States 
through NAFTA and free trade would be 
-unskilled work, both GE and Ametek aircraft 
engine work are headed to Mexico, Russia, 
China, Brazil, and other countries. The engi- 
neering and planning work is going as well. 
Company documents had been - 
leaked to us showing that GE Aircraft 
Engines is not only in a two-year, all-out 
push to ship work overseas, but is demand- 
ing that all their vendors do the same. Аға 
meeting in Monterrey, Mexico, earlier this 
year, GE told assembled vendors (over 70 
companies) that they would move to Mexico 
or get cut off from all GE business. "This is 
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not an informative meeting ,” they told the 
smaller companies. ”We expect you to move, 
and to move soon.” 

In a presentation called "Why Mexico?", GE 
told Ametek and the others: average manu- 
facturing worker makes $6 a day, unions are 
friendly , and environmental regulations are 
not a problem. It was a cold-blooded plan to 
destroy our own livelihoods and prey off 
people at starvation wages. 

Ametek has not been a bad place to 
work. We have 290 members there. We build 
everything from cable attachments to aircraft 
engines to thermocouples and other aero- 
space work. The Wilmington, Ma. plant had 
won awards as supplier of the year from GE, 
and the Lux award as the highest quality 
Ametek plant within the Ametek chain. We 
had multi-skilled the workforce in a union 
negotiation, and brought in state training 
money to increase the skill level of the 
workforce. 

We thought we were doing every- 
thing right, and so did Ametek. And now we 
were going to be thrówn on the street. One 
GE worker in our group has been laid off 11 
times. 

So we were pissed. After 7 or 8 years 
working on trade issues in our local union, it 
was not hard to sign up 11 people for the 
trip. Some great trade unionists from other 
unions in the Council came along as well 
(SEIU, AFGE, AFSCME). We paid our own. 
way and looked to have some fun as well as 
do some serious protesting. 


My impressions from a week in Seattle: 


NRE ALRIGHT 


DT JETT CROSBY 
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1. WE LEARNED A LOT 


With help from our International Union, 
we built a float, a barge representing GE CEO 
Jack Welch's infamous quote: Ideally, you'd 
have every plant you own on a barge. Again 
with the help of the International Union, we did 
1520 interviews, especially with media in the 
Boston area about our issues. 

We talked with lots of students, farmers from 
Japan, people from India, professors from 
Boston College, steelworkers from Ohio, envi- 
ronmentalists of various stripes, church 
activists, as well as anyone who happened to be 
seated next to us on a plane or in the airport, 
and the waitresses and cabbies that we met in 
Seattle. 

A year's worth of political discussion 
was compressed into 6 days: the role of the dif- 
ferent movements, the role of the folks from 
other countries, the question of violence and 
civil disobedience, etc. Anyone who missed 
Seattle missed a great chance to build up their 
core of leaders and activists in their union or 
other group. Trade unionists in the US don't 
exist in a vacuum, and we see ourselves more 
clearly when we see ourselves in relationship to 
others. 


CEO JACK WELCH: 

“IDEALLY, You'p HAVE 

EVERY PLANT You OWN 
ON A BARGE.” 
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2. THE KIDS ARE ALRIGHT AND 
HAVE MUCH TO TEACH US. 


The labor movement basically piggy- 
backed on the courage of the young environ- 
mentalists and anti-sweatshop and church 
activists. 

Without the Direct Action, which dis- 
rupted the WTO, the labor march would have 
received a 2-minute clip on the nightly news, 
with something like, a bunch of inefficient 
union workers from the rustbelt marched for a 
return of the bad old days. Fortunately the 
WTO delegates largely ignored these bits of 
road Kill on the way to the new economy. 
Although they are hopeless Luddites, it is true 
that something must be done for the losers in 
the néw world economy who are too old and 
hidebound to run a computer. 

Then again, without the thousands of union 
members, it would have been easier to write off 
the young protesters as flakes, people who 
arenít worried about basic issues like having to 
earn a living. I guess the ideal mix was 
summed up in the now-famous sign seen in the 
Tuesday march: Teamsters and turtles; together 
atlast. 


The decision by the AFL-CIO not to plan 
direct action was a mistake. I am not talking 
about the decision to turn the AFL-CIO March 
on Nov. 30 away from where the Direct Action 
Network activists were getting teargassed— 
that's a different issue. I am talking about not 
doing a planned participation in civil 
disobedience by the unions. 

The literature and petition the AFL-CIO 
used for Seattle was mostly unreadable and 
unusable, with no edge. Despite some heroic 
efforts by union folks in Seattle and other 
places, the AFL-CIO campaign was reminiscent 
of the old AFL-CIO's campaign against 
NAFTA, remember “Not This NAFTA ?" If we 
had run a campaign against the Congressional 
Fast-track vote with not this fast-track , we 
would have lost that one, too. Did anyone real- 
ly try to bring people to Seattle under the slo- 
gan, "We demand a working group" ? 

This is a period when on certain issues, 
massive, non-violent direct action is in order, ås 

` the demonstration in Seattle shows. Every 
member who went on our trip reports that sup- 
port for the demonstrations, even with the dis- 
ruptions, is overwhelming. And not just from 
other workers in the shop, but family and oth- 
ers regardless of what they do for a living. 
We're being treated like conquering heroes, 
marveled one of our group. 

Perhaps the AFL-CIO was driven by 
policy advisors in Washington who didnit 
understand how angry people are about this 
issue. Perhaps they did not want to embarrass 
Gore. Perhaps Sweeney had an agreement by 
Clinton to ask for enforceable labor standards. 
No doubt it was difficult to unite unions from 
other countries, particularly the Southern hemi- 
sphere, around demands other than for a 
working group to review the effects of WTO 
policies on labor. Perhaps they thought that 
most people would be turned off by civil dis- 
Obedience—or something else, I donít know. 
There were plenty of people in the labor move- 
ment pushing for the labor movement to join in 
the Direct Action we lost. 

Clinton's commitment, prior to the 
demonstration, to support the working group 
proposal was not taken seriously by anyone 
outside of Washington. It was blown away as 
meaningless by Clintonís own trade negotiator 


‘Barshevsky as soon as Sweeney signed on to 


the administrationis letter on US trade goals at 
the WTO. Clinton himself left the working 
group in the dust when he came to Seattle and 
proposed at the last minute that enforceable 
labor standards be included in talks for the next 
WTO round. With his record of duplicity 
(remember the NAFTA side accords on labor 
rights?) this has to be seen as a sop to bail out 
Gore more than anything else although of 
course it's good he said it, and indicates 
strength on our part. 

I did an interview on a WTO 
Tradewatch program by the National Radio 
Project and others, бт the same show as 
Congressman Dennis Kucinich of Cleveland. 
He predicted that both Democratic candidates 
would start moving towards the labor move- 
ment on trade during the primaries, and that 
the eventual candidate will pick a running mate 
that has a strong pro-labor and environment 
record on trade agreements. Sounds likely to 
me. 

For our part, we have to just keep doing 
what got us here, and not put our hopes on any 
of the presidential candidates. 

In Seattle, we were bailed out by the 
kids. The Steelworkers’ hats off to them— and 
Longshoremen (ILWU) did a great job, with the 
Longshoremen shutting down all West Coast 
ports! The Teamsters made a major effort to 
mobilize for Seattle as well-those were the 
unions that went all out, as far as I could tell. 
(Of course the local Seattle and Washington 
unions did as well.) 


3. THE FRUR-TRADE MOVEMENT D AN 
INTERNATIONALIST MOVEMENT 


Even some of the mainstream commen- 
taries noted this. I was proud that the AFL-CIO 
rally had speakers from Mexico, South Africa, 
the Caribbean, China, France, etc. A Ford 
maquiladora worker got a huge response at the 
AFL-CIO rally when she shouted, Long Live 
the Zapatistas! It reminded me of a day in 
January of 1994, after our bitter defeat on the 
NAFTA vote, when a member of our local 
unionís Legislative Committee came nto the 
union hall, all pumped up. He had a newspa- 
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per story of the Chiapas rebellion which had 
just broken out: Mán, these guys really hate 
NAFTA! 

There could be no mistake that this was 
not a Pat Buchanan crew. This makes building 
alliances easier, both within the US and across 
borders. Weive come a long way from thinking 
that the answer is just to "Buy American". 

There will still be issues. I am told that 
even some of the third world unions are not in 
favor of enforceable labor standards in trade 


"agreements, like many of their governments. 


This will have to be worked out. 


4. WHOSE "VIOLENCE"? 


If you were not there, think for a 
moment about what you did not read about: 
the number of injured police, buildings being 
burned, etc. Virtually none of this happened. I 
only read about firebombs when I got back to 
my hometown newspaper. I never read or 
heard a word about that when I was in Seattle, 
and I was there through Thursday. 

Some union folks were pissed off about 
the anarchists breaking windows downtown, 
feeling that it was getting all the media cover- 
age and our message was getting lost. I heard 
nothing but respect for the direct action folks. 


For some reason, the role of the faith- 
based organizations was nearly blacked out in 
the press that I read. Church services and 
marchers of thousands got little ink. They often 
focused on canceling third world debt, or work- 
er's rights groups like Preamble or Jubilee 2000. 
The development of a powerful faith-based 
movement in support of workers rights and a 
just international economy is a key story of the 
90s, and was very evident in Seattle. 

Denouncing the violence of the protest- 
ers, in my opinion, only plays into the media 
game of putting the blame on the demonstra- 
tors. н 

The endless gassing апа firing of plastic 
projectiles and rubber bullets into crowds of 
non-violent demonstrators made no sense to me 
atall Tear gas will make you move along tem- 
porarily, but it wonit generally make you go 
home, especially if you have come to a demon- 
stration with the intention of getting arrested in 
civil disobedience. Most of the financial losses 

* reported by merchants were from lost business, 
and the main reason nobody wanted to go 
downtown was because the cops were gassing 
everywhere and hundreds of scary-looking 
automatons were blocking off the streets. 

The cops also had a few innovations 
since the 60s, like shooting 2-inch chunks of 
wooden dowel at people. One of these broke а 
window a few inches above one of our group's 
headsóhe snatched it up as a souvenir. 

Perhaps most important, focusing on the 
alleged violence and rioting ofthe protesters 
takes away from the focus on the corporations 
who are trashing continents, not a few plate- 
glass windows. 


5. 30 WHAT HAS CHANGED? 


Usually when something goes right, we 
suffer from euphoria and overestimate our 
gains. And the corporations always have more 
resources than we do in the effort to define 
what has happened, and they make up some of 
their losses. So there is a second "Battle of 
Seattle" that is now underway. The first was in 
Seattle. The second is the battle for public opin- 
ion over what Seattle means. The first thing we 
need to do is address this second battle with 


évery means at out disposal. 

As has been pointed out in many other. 
places, everyone is talking about the WIO. 
Add this to our victories on Fast-Track in 
Congress (twice), and the collapse of the talks 
on a Multi-lateral Agreement on Investment-- 
we are driving the agenda. 

I was optimistic about public support 
for the anti-WTO demonstrations, but even so I 
was amazed at how broad it was. A Seattle čab- 
bie, picking his way through the gas, told us, 
Good. You canit just Не down. Å programmer 
for Fidelity, of all companies, who happened to 
be seated between two of us on a flight from. 
Philadelphia to Boston, told us: You were there? 
Great. They were protesting in Italy, too. Ata 
church-community coalition dinner in which 
we are involved, it was a main point of discus- 
sion. Speakers used it as an example of how 
you can change things through action. The 
head of the local community health center 
bumped in to a couple of us at lunch and told 
us, "Hey, congratulations on Seattle." 

Whatis great is that for most of the 
demonstrators in Seattle, this was not a one- 
time thing. They are already organized, and 
have already been working on trade, labor and 
environmental issues for years, and return to 
their organizations energized for more. 

At least for a moment, and I am hopeful 
that it will last. The There is No Alternative 
crowd is back on their heels (to quote Margaret 
Thatcher) And the There Must Be An 
Alternative crowd (our side) is on the offen- 
sive. The stereotypes of the selfish generation 
of young folks, and of the labor neanderthals, 
both took direct hits in Seattle. 

So now back to work. Catch up on your 
union grievances, catch up on your schoolwork, 
catch up on your sleep. Then take advantage of 
the presidential elections, the debate over Most 
Favored Nation status for China, and whatever 
else comes along to broaden the coalition and 
deepen our roots. 


Congratulations, everyone. 


—Jeff Crosby, President, IUE Local 201 and 
North Shore Labor Council 


ШИ] 


т spectre of tens of thousands of 


OE! workers, environmentalists, human 
rights activists and anarchists, seiz- 
ing the streets of Seattle, was a stir- 
ring sight indeed. Their opposition to 

п | | the antidemocratic, corporation- 
heavy World Trade Organization 
i earned them the enmity of the cor- 


porate media, and the vocal con- 

demnation of corporate politicians. 

E The WTO, the successor organiza- 

tion to the GATT (General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade), functions as a virtual gov- 

ernment, in fact a Super-government, riding roughshod over the national and state 

concems that seek to protect the wages of workers, insure environmental standards, 

and protect collective Bargaining victories. The WTO appears to be a collection of 

governments; it in fact protects corporate interests: the interest of capital above all. In 

this context, the demonstrations were a welcome and powerful corrective, expressing 
the views of the many, instead of protecting the interests of a few. 


„By Mumia Abu-Jamal 
Ши$гайол by Jordan Warley 


John Cavanaugh, from the 
Institute for Public Studies, speaking at 
a public meeting in Seattle around the 
time of the demonstrations, likened the 
powerful. anti-capifalist, anti-WTO 
demonstrations to another well-known 
act of violent civil disobedience that 
marked the beginning of the American 
Revolution. That act of civil disobedi- 
ence was the Boston Tea Party, where 
Americans demonstrated against the 
trade domination of the British by black- 
ening their faces (to hide their identity), 
dressing like Indians (to hide their eth- 
nicity), and by destroying over 30,000 
pounds of British Tea, throwing boxes, 
bundles, and bales of it into Boston 


. Harbor, Their lament? Taxation Without 


Representation. To the Brits and their 
Tory sympathizers, this was the action 
of "thugs," "hooligans" and "ruffians," 
no doubt. But what did they contribute 
to the public spirit of resistance against 
the British Empire? The length and 
breadth of capitalist corporations' con- 
trol over the lands, resources, and labor 
of millions of people in the US and 
abroad (especially in the so-called Third 
World) makes the grievance of 


American colonists against the British 
look remarkably petty. 


Much can be said about the vilified anarchists that attacked the shim- 
mering downtown edifices of capital. The press leaped at the opportunity to 
call them "thugs" and “hooligans” involved in violence. What is missing from 
the. reportage, of course, is that those young folks attacked property, not 
other beings. Meanwhile, the state, through its police, attacked people, kick- 
ing them, gassing them, beating them, and jailing them. What, one wonders, 
is the greater form of "violence?" In the world projected by the corporate 
media, state violence isn't real violence. Only individuals who are unaffiliat- 
ed with the state can therefore be truly violent. What madness! 


Tbe WTO is the unelected, privately- 
dominated body that undermines democracy 
by its very existence. They make the rules 
under which the world's vast economy is orga- 
nized. And all must submit to this economic 
power, despite local, national and/or regional 
laws to the contrary. For the only "law" that 
they respect is the primacy of profit. Capital 
makes the rules; labor dances to their tune. 
Consider, how very quickly (overnight in fact!) 
Seattle cops created what was termed a so- 
called "Protest Free Zone" in the very heart of 
a major American city, to "protect" the inter- 
ests of foreigners, diplomats and business- 
men! А "protest free zone," is by necessity, а 
"First Amendment-Free Zone," with the word 
"free" meaning as little as the term used in 
discussing "free trade." In what part of the 
United States does the U.S. Constitution not 
apply? In whose interest was this cordon san- 
itaire established? The citizens of Seattle, or 
the monied gentry of global capital? 

Seattle revealed the fault line under the 


lie of the great economic "miracle" of the 1990s. It 
revealed the justifiable fears and anxieties at the heart of 
millions of American workers. It revealed who politicians 
work for. It revealed the nature of the police. It can be, it 
should be, a beginning. 


-text by Brad Will 
- illustrations by E. Fitz 
Smith and Jordan Worley 


jeclare А Morit orium 


n Capitalist 


The [Planet It was 2 am early N20 


and my cold wet ass was safe at the squat — helping 
out with the roof barricade ard stumbling around the 
dark halls, tripping over а crazy pile of food dona- 
tions and dumpstered goodies abounding, even a whole 
ease of limes for tear gas relief and I thought to 
myself, "I should grab some of those" - sad so sorry 
regret - а rare peace playing guitar for the huddled 
crew with new faces blown away just arrived looking to 
crash - little did they know the cops just split and 
redeployed on the down town chenical warfare patrol — 
how generous of them - time to wake everybody's ass up 
and have a meeting! joy! But the space needed defending and all the kids in 
black and otherwise had big plans for the day - who was gonra stay and hold down 
the fort? А dark circle rippling around а bundle of candles, together it would be 
done, together, this mass of souls hungry for daylight, ready for action ~~ morn- 
ing came too damn quick and & mass bustling through the crack in the stairwell 
barricade to get on with the mayhem - the 420 Denny space, DAN HQ had the line 
“Welcome to the Underground" inside and the madness mobilization stripping the 
warehouse of every puppet power on the rise and lock box tool into street veloci- 
ty - for а week there were never less than а thousand eager souls spinning the 
action training clamor, free food line, whíspered plans and righteous sharing and 
now deserted and a mes: т ay g 6AM and 


i in; tk of gio pai anc со shut: them: do 
Leaving а trail of blockades down to the convention center, helping the tripod 
crew avoid the high juice bus cables, slowly we locked ihe whole little city down 
— ihe mass busted out into dance magic down town with fight the power and the 
delegates came out of their holes like confused mice in tan rain coats thrust 
through the maze but no way is out -- all arms locked - I kept sereaming “You 
are surrounded! Go back to your hotels! The meeting is cancelled!" - little did I 
know ~ we set the stage and the festival begins the dance liberation troupe in 
the center of an intersection body looked on all sides, breathing fire right at 
the bizarre brimstone evangelics descending with a bull horn and their "Hell 
Awaits” sign - what's that cloud in the distance? it has begun and the air turns 
foul like a plague crawling down your throat and the streets are slick with рер 
per spray like ап extinguisher forecast burring on the peaceful blockade - how бо 
I summon their pain again? blinded and dragged to the water - this much I know * 
you have seen, scattered images distilled through a corporate screen- but I heard 
their gasping ard held their arms and n 


breathed that rear - the buliets tlying and they don’t feel like rubber and con- 
cussion grenades expiode апб where do they go? inside - there is nothing leit to 
- chose -- fight - the windows 
are falling, newsboxes Íly- 
ing aná the dumpsters burned 
into tbe street - every 
avenue teening with liie -- 
I march with the infernal 
marching bard in pure green 
and black and as they turn 
the corner a buildozer 
clearing the road and a cop 
car in tow and they see the choir coming over the rise and flee the scene, run- 
ning to the empty street I breath iire balis to a beat and follow to visit in 


zormatior each lockdown and stop to play tight and send tremors to the defenders 
ox doom buried in their armor - we are unarmed, we approach you with the humble 


EE SG get 
power like the power of the people 
and the power of the people won't 
stop!" - again and again and more to 
come 


morning and rolling back to down town looking to get busy with my friends - 
unknowingly penetrated the no protest zone just as curtew liited on an eerie 
quiet downtown - camera crews follow the graffiti washer, interviewing him as he 
scrubs a big circle A - more camera crews than protestors down town confused were 
the war zone went - it was а little uptown - my friend ріскей up a stick puppet 
ог а bird and I turned around and they were gone - the sweeps begin and "excuse 
me could I ask why my friends are getting arrested?" got five cops tying me into 
a pretzel and огг to the old navy base — the chorus rose from the halls "we 
want our lawyers now, they're just outside the door, we would like to see them 
DOW, or we wili sing sore more" — one strong sister didn't stop singing until 
she was face planted into a blossoming pool of гей - hours still in cutis and 
there's three double buses lined up outside one with anti-WIO ad - surreal - 


locked wrists to waist, angles together, on the bus to king county singing loud 
"29 links ої chain around my legs апа on each ііпк is the initials of mj - sadiy 
my IL appeared and I'm separated trom the John WTO's - every spare moment we get 
we're in а circle trying to communicate ~ the doctor has an anti-W7O pin ор - on 
the last sbuzrled to the living quarters we get derailed and tive ої us steered 
into the cold room with mesh wire instead oi glass "maybe you'll lis 
elosel, next time" "but оггісег what was it that we did wrong?" "maybe jou'1li 

lister more closely next time" - jumping up and down for а couple hours and then 


into the holding cell where the other Johns 
we are trying to stay sane but it's 

don't bring the lawyers in here" 

- ме are rewriting the rules -- day 


en nore 


have turned their combs into kazoos 


tē e nt to see 


here’ 


e demanding 


y g ou г › а gone 
late night meeting with our сезі block representatives and dan legal and they 
come back with a pian ~ communicate by numbers on our hands and a thumbs up or 
down -ljilood with request iorms 2)noise 3)naked 4)don't go 5}fast - com link up 
at day breax and all thumbs up in the cell block we go with 1 demanding return 
of all the people in solitary coniinement or we refuse to go anywhere - the jail 
is frozen -they cut ofr everyone's privileges then mixed us with general popula- 
tion - they were pissed -- no news shows on the ty, no commissary, no visitors - 
days are dragging hard and trying to keep up solidarity as we lose our brothers 
one by one - everyone is out oi solitary - clinging to each victory -- buggin’ 
out -- fingers pressed to the glass -- the electric eye gloom glowing on the 
guard - no news in or out - the whole world is watching, outside - screams down 
the hall - ear pressed to the crack - twilight and I borrow someone's glasses to 
Watch rare sun iaii on a 
freight leaving town - word 
is out that night - everyone 
is out of solitary and 
everyone gets out but the 
felonies and those with out- 
standing warrants - is this 
what I held out tor? - do I 
have & warrart riding those 
dann trains? - davn and 
thej're calling ше “roil up 
your leaving" - zive days -- 
I an descending through the 
layers or hell - I'm shažing 
- thrust outside to the 
årumming and cheers and I 
scream ior joy and breath 
that deep mist; dream - iorg 


embraces = Someone 
is giving a 
speech but there 
BIS no words == 
I'm erying - I 
left them behind 


= 
emergency 


Ta any case. at a certain 


point the police ran out of 
gas- They met up with б 
federal agents at 1500 4 
Loop Road» in vest men ask 


"TTU 
H 
у 


Protest 5 
? Sche2l оп N30. We T ended by intimidation, complia; 
is is not mean. ав ian : meet others, friends Jada WET and pepper spray. 6 hours at a con 
celebration, nor skete TEM strangers, determined to march navy base. Holding celis, process 
This is 298 moment со bear downtown to challenge Е 
Law. 1e cold sponsored rancor welied-up inside 
presupposes t me. Through the concrete walls, the 


тніс modern cons-ruc 
å known quantity- fe had experienced the c icors and the unfeeling handlers. 


Definitions, ceftly composed argumen -S gence of the previous days. The 3 ; E ARR 

justified supposicions m planning and pageantry. T д Е P Y А E øre] ЧЕ to waist, waist to ank.e. 
Spaces and concepts € S trainings and meetings. The bri Dere Heads down, through ha.lways, 
and drawn into liance of joining together and the xum Em px] buses to prison. Welcome 
Even, wien conflict arises sheer disbelief of shutting down. d NEKAS pet ud Бы. Party's over. 

se.cing ins -іпсев inte motion People birthing new communities on 3 P DEI сынмен through a bullet-proof 

mosc (everything 15 the street and redressing the SE 

sec straight again known quantity. People compelled| Holding us in. Pressirg: 
Üncil che unknown arises to bear the ugly over-reaction that » down, down. Breaking us 
Saa) use geriet. loose. triggered the fury. Booking us. 


by 


On that morning, we continued to 

Ipress-on because we knew tha ser OE Es Р 

stop was to relinquish any thought EE А сезі misinformation, the shuffl £ 
р qui y ug. я abbing hands twist- WO 


Curiosi-y sen me here 
of orcered purpose 
jective once 


jurpose 
sense 


$ order proved 
ssumec new ob E r^ 


the exhaustion. Somehow softering 


i relevant: that the pachyderm could be ift É ; WAS) cams S 
AF ed. Eariy on, there was å P » one another. 2800 оғ 
The cays) came cing Gi gerze forting quiet in the etrayal. wanting 


claiming what was ours, wha. we ТГ betrayed by flashes of brute force. 
been promise nd of ‘rousing Small groups marching, confronted by| 
UN OWN n unabated fury tactical black armor. Віоскей and 
apprehended, the escalators escalat- 


I was larresced, on December st ed. Senseless arrests, miiitary tac- 
сау after 40,000 people) sau tics, and media spin. 
the Y 10. 
" There was а calculated, enacing 
T woke) early апа drove wi hi ees vigor to the officiated reaction that 
о, Cas left me chilled and defiant. I inter- 


malized the apoplexy that set the city E 2 oe 


So I sat down. I sat down be 
Tired of being 
ef being gassed, 
shot at and intimidated. 
being victimized. I 
actualize my power to defy. 
seize the promise. 


In sitting down, I stood up. 


e v TO Stood up to th: own quan- m4 К 
ғ е s AP tity. The mediocrity that h - e.c A 
seater By iK ote SH | dā 

BUST 


hing 
arms women and men with 
black Lot gear, 
weapons, and a code 


recognized again, 

into а punctured sleep. b -ney 
Punctured by the metal 4согф ү" i 
opening, an officer yelling 
а number, a name, an order. 
Door booming shut. А hoilow 
sound that would send V 
ers down my back over and 
over. Everytime. I never got 
used to . Even now. 


I awakened to missing faces. 
waited for my number. 


By the time I was cailed for- 

ward, most of the women had 

gane. They had been booked and 

taken upstairs to the tanks in 
newly issued blue uni- 
The Blues. 


I had spoken to the jirect 
Action Network (DAN) lega. team 
on the collect-calls-oniy phone 
in the holding cell and asked 
them what the status of our 
lawyers was. Since our occupa- 
tion of the buses, we had been 
adamantly trying to secure the 
right to speak to our lawyers, 
but to no avail. There was some 
confusion about our right to coun- 
sel due to the circumstances of 
the mayor's declaratior. But, I 
was told that it was still within 
my rights to refuse to comply with 
the booking procedure until I had 
seen my lawyer. 


What others gave their iife for, 
you will relinquish in a single, 
lcomplacent, yes. 


Though there were only a dozen women 
in my cell and most of the other 
women on the floor had been booked 
and moved into the general popula- 
tion. I would not go. Five of the 
others came to the same decision. 


ter of time until 
eir families 


pM stamming the door understood 


returned again 


And when only the six o 
фспапоеа tacti 


ve treated you ladi 
You aren't respecting 


I think they really believed that ti 
doing us a favor. 


Then they became duplicitous. 
There. There are biankets, 
friends are Up There. You can 
lawyers. But oniy if you go Up 


knew better. Jp There 
series of fabrica 


omises. А play on our 


Then they became suriy. Surly 
who hasn't yet been trained in the gut 


Faces tv 


comp. They taun 
had no rights. We had give 


ere stupid to t 
first асс. г 


as they say or there 
might happen. 


women. We are the 
downstairs 


lawyers 
asked us to 
selves. 
our ca = e are the Pape 
I said. Because the only cushion from| 
the all-pervasive cold 
paper lunch sacks littering th 
It was iate. T 
permeated tl 


cross-legged}, fac- 

Bag Girls) sit.ing 

We) decided, -ha 
enterec again 
chree) things: 
protest. We 


lenti. Ме) 


being 
from) our 


exhausvec. We 
e і у side-by- 


Six 


Pkysicaiiy | comp. 
2 comply wi 

advances. %e dig 23 with the 
get hurt if „+ 


want anyone ко 
could be helped. wa 
men closest to the 
to cooperate if 
and the women fur- 


lay вс that 
door were 

forcibly r 

thest from the 
unwill.ng сс physical y 
as furthest from the 


at us to get up 
lined mantra. 


3 
They be: 1 
Y became pract ca.. They wanted us 


hair. They wanted to 
Come on ladies we have 
here so we can clean 
next group. How 

you had to wait 


4 would пов cooper- 
long handled 


mass of humanity, 
the mi 


defiantly 
ddie of the floor. Н 


They left. More quiet. Then the over- 
head vent started blasting cold air. 
They were trying to freeze us out. We 


female officers behind 
They were chatty. He joked 
about gassing me, they told him to 


tried to block it by splatting wadded- s i ne 


lup toilet paper into the vent -- no 


Raging, determined. There was 
lone woman in а cap barking orders to 
the rest. It's too crowded. Some of 
them were told to leave. Meanwhile we 
recited our lines. They grabbed Betty, 
the woman nearest the door. She stood 
and they pulled her through the door- 
way and into a huge metal wheel chair 

h restraining straps. The cell emp- 
tied and the door boomed shut. 


We were five. 


le immediately got on the phones. The 
idiots hadn't turned them off. 


said to hold on tight. The lawyers 
were in the building looking for us. 
Looking for the Paper Bag Girls. 


Тоо scared to lie down. We sat in а 
circle again. The door opened, our) 
mantra began and this time they want- 
ed me. It hardly matters why. What 
matters is What. 


It's her turn. One person 


me and pried it from me. Then two peo- 
ple seized my arms and twisted one of 
them behind my back and upwards. ar 
thought heavy thoughts and went limp. 
They twisted some more, cuffed me 
with metal and lifted me into The 
Chair. The same raised, steel compli- 
ance chair, with velcro restraining 
straps they used for Betty. The door 
boomed shut and that was my end of 
the Paper Bag Girls. 


I saw a male officer standing in 
front of me. I could hear, but not 


to be taken. The rest would be 
left to freeze. And freeze they 
laid, I later learned. They wheeled| 
Huc down a hallway and kept chid- 
Hing me about my size, my stupidi- 
Hev. and my ideology. Bantering in 
На way that а friend would later 
Haub schoolyard taunts. 


I was filled with single-minded| 
purpose. I wanted to communicate 
Dclearly with everyone around me| 
Hehat I was a non-violent protest- 
er, that I had the right to a 
lawyer and tbat I had the right to 
remain silent. I also informed 
anyone that was clearlv not part 
of our procession that my hand was 
being hurt by the cuffs and that 
I had been handled roughly. No one 
seemed to question what was hap- 
pening, but everyone was On Edge. 


They wheeled me into an elevator, 
all the while telling me to shut- 
up, enough already, they were 
tired of hearing my whining. We 
went up. They wheeled me into a| 
tank and then past several cells 
that had women peering out of the 
slender windows in the doors. They 
stopped me in front of the last 
ceil door in the row. Opened the 
door. Unstrapped me and asked me if 
I was going to cooperate. 


What others gave their life for... 


They lifted me out of The Chair and 
dragged me face down into the center 
of the cold concrete floor. They 
tinued to chide me, but my hearing 
muffled their words. They moved with| 
purpose, though I could not see them. 
I saw only the gray slate in front оғ 
me. They took my arms and folded them, 
still cuffed behind my back, апа 
pressed me down. Someone bragged about 


test compliance hold Еһас сҺетзеіуев, un-ciasped my bra and pulled| 
had used on me. Пеагпеа| ту shirt and bra off. They quickly re- 
one in training -- ргесту ісідей my arms and pushed down. I was 
form, huh? naked, and twisted, and the weight kept 


| j a coming. I felt a sickly pool of sweat col- 
[Аш I imagining This? lecting under me. 
They are taught to do This. 
Handle insolence with orders, 


- then heavy hands 
if needed. There is no other way. 


What the fuck are they going to do? What 
would make å person do This to another 
person? What? Why This? What? 


After another too long moment...too 
eone touched my апкіев. 10729. They started talking again. Or at 
p fingers against my skin, fjleast I started to perceive whispers 
running over my heels, peeling пу баз it only the women from booking se 
socks off. What is going on? Тһеп “аз the man there, too? I learned later 
there were hands under my belly. from the women from the on-looking ceil 
Reaching for my waist. Unbuttoningļ - I saw what they did to you. That he 
my blue jeans. Unzipping. What аге һаа been watching everything from just 
you doing? I haven't done any-MMlÁoutside the doorway. He watched. 
thing. I don't know what you are 
doing. You didn't explain. You did- I feit several people leave the room 
нс ask me to comply. I haven't but the weight was still on top of mel 
done anything wrong. I wantedļ ten» 
Byenone to know what was happen- 
ing. I was yelling, but made a 
poirt of remaining limp. Stay limp. 
They sniggered and said that I was 
mot cooperating so they were forced 
to do This. That was the last thing 
I remember them saying. They grabbed 
belt loops and in one motion 
ripped my jeans and my underwear 
off. I was naked from the waist 
down. They quickly bent my legs at 
the knees, crossed one ankle over the 
other, and pressed my feet down into 
the backs of my thighs. I was 
stunned. Lying naked from the waist 
У twisted. Being pressed down by 
ас teast two people. Pressed into the 
cold concrete floor. My legs were 
slightiy 


there was some kind of unspoken signal 
and then grunts and bounds. Тһе iast 
ones jumped up and ran from the cell, 
Siamming the door. Boom! I was alone. 
Alone in a pool of fear. Naked on a 
cold concrete floor. My heart in my| 
mouth. I was choking. 


I rose. Slumping, choking, freezing. 
All vestige of warmth was absent. 
Though I was standing I could feel 
the cold concrete floor against me 
cheek. Pressing into me. Keeping my 
face from splitting open. = lurched. 
Unfocused motion. Turning This 
inside out, outside in. 


open. Why are they doing This. Was it real? Is it over? Are 
All that I could think was that | ney coming back? 

t were going to insert something 
into me. They were going to do a cav- 
ity check. An image flashed of some- 
thing cold and steel probing into me. 
Were they going to rape me? After too 
long a moment, they un-cuffed me, but 
held my arms in place. They readied 


The woman in the cell next to me 
began pounding on the wall. 
Thumping signals of 


comfort. I could hear the heel of 
her hand bruising. She was saying 
it's ok. You're not alone. I heard! 


clearly she couldn't have passed 

ed in front of the guard оп) 

and the then through the steel! 

She couldn't explain. They 

't let her stay. She'd be back in! 

morning. Then I recognized her апа 
reached for h 


Several 
on-the-blanket, too. 
did many of the other 
refused water. 


rned later that I was being held in 
ar area called "separated and classified" 
we were in single 
m 24 hours а day. There were 
Бо women and теп ng held inj 
£ the 500 or so arrested. 


cells an 


a phone call to DAN late che next 
Spoke to the woman 
me in the middie 


Қо had come 
of the night. 


you; cail, ou I know wha. паррепес 


She ‘mew betcer „chan guessec. She ee - 
too се і learned ас least swe өлі Б 
ozners, too 
hat make : I have the righ: 
poundec “ack. Slowly, deliberately m Sono) te n 2 » А have the 
took much of wha зас eds haver 
Wan.ing comfort endi co comfor But cold Ss 
teeling he: cold, concrete floor pr hours from the tire of 
nto my cheek лпа! into my core. We) enc woke square until the 
by exchanging hear. Set peeking owed to see a lawyer. 
mine, mine for hers. She, too Bor that They had 
of food. 72 hours 
turnet and saw . pi.e of cloches on спе probabie cause" 


josefully 


f.-oor. The; Blue І hated pu..ing chem оп, probable cause. 

but T was (colc nd alone 1020 

myself ‘There was no probable cause to do what 
they did to any of us. 

The door opened suddenly enc vatn (They iined us up and fingered the| 

frigucened face torew pile of inen in the ones who had been released. Told пе 


сост enc boomec shu: wrapped myself n 


I had to go. I stayed quiet. I 
had purpose. I was in solidarity| 
with the other women and men 
were being charged. 
e grandmothers, and| 
I would not 
everyone's 


who 
The 
teenagers, t 


everyone in betweei 
be moved till 
time to go. 


vas 


пеп the deal v 
ard the city that s 
dide CEG J 
I walked. 


irto thg 


ould not give 

right did they have to Жп: 

identıty? Ihe name my 

me in love. To hear them 
it. Mis-pronow 

asn't theirs to kno 

them the right to ever 

What right? 


other gave 


mis- 


Аға I szil 
tions 


have the 
and more. Gr ng 
me. Reclaiming me. 
known quantity. 
loose again 


same ques- 
RSS 
Uprooting the 


And setting life 


In writing this account there is not a 
moment that I am not awarc that our expe 
rience in Seattle is dwarfed by the rampant 
terror and injustice that so many other 
people face every day. Those people who| 
harvest the fruits of our ignorance and 
greed with little or no attention from even 
the most well intentioned public. 


Whoever you are 

No matter how lonely 

The world offers itself to your imagination 
Calls to vou, over and over again, like the| 
wild geese, harsh and exciting 
Announcing your place in the family of 
things 


Mary Oliver, Wild Geese, excerpt 


"Т was at the jail where a lot of protesters were being 
held and a big crowd of people was éhanting "This Is 
What Democracy Looks Likel" At first it sounded kind 
of nice, But then I thought: is this really what democ- 
racy looks like? Nobody here looks like me." 


Jinee Kim, Bay Area youth organizer 


In the vast acreage of published analysis about the 
splendid victory aver the World Trade Organization 
last Nov. 29-Dec. 3, it is almost impossible to find any- 
one wondering why the 40-50,000 demonstrators were 
overwhelmingly Anglo. How can that be, when the 
WTO's main victims around the world are people of 
color? 

Understanding the reasons for the low level of 
color, and what can be learned from it, із ab-solutely 
crucial if we are to make Seattleis promise of a new, 
international movement against imperialist Дер эон 
come true. 

Among those 
who did come for 
the WTO meeting 

were some highly 
infomative Third 
World panelists 
who spoke 
Monday, Nov. 29 
about the effects 
of WTO on health 
care and on the 
environment. They 
included activist- 
experts from 
Mexico, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, 
Ghana and 
Pakistan. On 
Tuesday, at the huge rally on Nov. 30 before the 


China spoke along with every major US. union 
leader (all white). 

Rank-and-file U.S. workers of color also attended, 
from certain unions and locals in certain geographic 
areas, There were young African Americans in the 
building trades; Blacks from Local 10 of the ILWU 
in San Francisco and Latinos from its Los Angeles local: 
Asian Americans from SETU; Teamsters of color from 
eastern Washington state; members of the painters’ 
union and the union of Hote! Employees and Restaurant 
Employees (HERE). Latino/a farmworkers from the 
UFW and PCUN (Pineros and Campesinos del Noroeste) 
of Oregon also attended. At one point a miner from the 


South Africa Labor Network cried, "In the words of 
Karl Marx, ‘Workers of the world, unite!" The crowd of 
some 25,000 people cheered. 

Among community activists of color, the Indigenous 
Environmental Network (IEN) delegation led by Tom 
Goldtooth conducted an impressive program of events 
with native peoples from all over the U.S. and the world. 
A 15-member multi-state delegation represented the 
Southwest Network for Environmental and Economic 
Justice based in Albuquerque, which embraces 84 orga- 
nizations primarily of color in the U.S. and Mexico; their 
activities in Seattle were binational. 

Many activist youth groups of color came from 
California, especially the Bay Area, where they have 
been working on such issues as Free Mumia, affirmative 
action, ethnic studies, and rightwing laws like the cur- 
rent Prop. 21 "youth crime" initiative. Seattle-based 
forces of color that participated actively included the 
Filipino кону Gene and the international Peoples 
Assembly, which 
led a march on 
Tuesday despite 
being the only one 
denied a permit. 
The predominant- 
ly white Direct 
Action Network 
(DAN), a huge 
coalition, brought 
thousands to ihe 
protest. But Jia 
Ching Chen of the 
Bay Areds Third 
Eye Movement 
was the only 
young person of 
color involved in 
DANs central 


planning. 
march, labor leaders from Mexico, the Seattle's 27-year old Centro de la Raza orga- 
Caribbean, South Africa, Malaysia, India and F nized a Latino contingent in the labor march and 


local university groups including MEChA 
(Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlan) hooked up 
with visiting activists of color. Black activists who have 
been fighting for an African American Heritage 
Museum and Cultural Center in Seattle were there. Hop 
Hopkins, an AIDS activist in Seattle, also black, made 
constant personal efforts to draw in people of color. 
Still, the overall turnout of color from the U.S. 
remained around 5% of the total. In personal inter- 
views, activists from the Bay Area and the Southwest 
gave me several reasons for this. Some mentioned con- 
cern about the likelihood of brutal police repression. 
Other obstacles: lack of funds for the trip, inability to 


` the WTO was aggravated by the 


be absent from work during the week, and problems in 
finding child care. 
Yet several experienced activists of color in the 
Bay Area who had even been offered full scholarships 
chose not to go. A major reason for not participating, 
and the reason given by many others, was lack of knowl- 
edge about the WTO. As one Filipina said, “I didn't see 
the political significance of itóhow the protest would be 
onti-imperialist. We didn't know anything about the 
WTO except that lots of people were going to the 
meeting.” 
One of the few groups that did feel informed, and 
did participate, was the hip-hop group Company of 
Prophets. According to African American member 
Rashidi Omari of Oakland, this happened as a result of 
their attending teach-ins by predominantly white 
groups like Art and Revolution. Company of Prophets, 
rapping from a big white van, was in the front ranks of 
the 6a.m. march that closed down the WTO on Nov. 30. 
The problem of unfamiliarity with 


fact that Black and Latino communi- 
ties across the U.S, lack Internet 
access compared to many white com- 
munities. A July 1999 federal survey 
showed that among Americans earn- 
ing $15,000-$35,000 a year, more 
than 32% of white families owned 
computers but only 19% of black and 
Latino families, In that same income 
range, only 9% of African American 
and Latino homes had Internet 
access compared to 27% of white 
families. So information about WTO 
and all the plans for Seattle did not 
reach many people of color. 

Limited knowledge meant a failure to see how the 
WTO affected the daily lives of U.S, communities of 
color. “Activists of color felt they had more immediate 
issues," said Rashidi. “Also, when we returned people 
told me of being worried that family and peers would 
say they were neglecting their own communities, if they 
went to Seattle, ‘They would be asked, "Why are you 
going? You should stay here and help your people.” 

Along with such concerns about linkage came the 
assumption that the protest would be overwhelmingly 


White, as it was. Coumba Toure, a Bay Area activist orig- 


inally from Mali, West Africa, said she had originally 
thought, the whites will take care of the WTO, I don't 
need to go. Others were more openly apprehensive, For 
example, Carlos ("Les" for short) Windham of Company 
of Prophets told me, I think even Bay Area activists of 
color who understood the linkage didnit want to go to 
protest dominated by 50,000 white hippies. 
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People of color had reason to expect the protest to 
be white-dominated. Roberto Maestas, director of 
Seattleis Centro de la Raza, told me that in the massive 
local press coverage before the WTO meeting, not a 
single person of color appeared as a spokesperson for 
the opposition, Day dfter day, you saw only white faces 
in the news. The publicity was a real deterrent to peo- 
ple of color. I think some of the unions or church groups 
should have had representatives of color to encourage 
others to come. 

Four protesters of color from different Bay Area 
organizations talked about the "culture shock" they 
experienced when they first visited the "Convergence," 
the protest center set up by the Direct Action 
Network, a coalition of many organizations. Said one, 

"When we walked in, the room was filled with young 
whites calling themselves anarchists, There wos a pun- 
gent smell, many had not showered. We just couldn't 
relate to the scene so our whole group left right away." 

кз Another told me, "They sounded 
dogmatic and paranoid. "I just 
freaked and left," said another. "It 
wasn't just race, it was also culture, 

although race was key." 
In retrospect, observed 

Van Jones of STORM (Standing 
Together to Organize a 
Revolutionary Movement) in the Bay 
Area, "We should have stayed. We 
didn't see that we had a lot to learn 
from them. And they had a lot of 
materials for making banners, signs, 
puppets" Rashidi recalled, "Later I 
went back ond talked to people, and 
they were discussing "tactics, very 
smart. Those folks were really ready 
for action. It was limiting for people of color to let that 
one experience affect their whole picture of white 
activists." Jinee Kim, a Korean-American with Third Eye 
Movement in the Bay Area, also thought it was a mis- 
take. We realized we didnft know how to do a blockade. 
We had no gas masks. They made sure everybody had 
food and water, they took care of people, We could 
have learned from them. 

Reflecting the more positive evaluation of white pro- 
testers in general, Richard Moore, coordinator of the 
Southwest Network for Environmental and Economic 
Justice, told me "the white activists were very disci- 


- plined" "We sat down with whites, we didn't take the 


attitude that "we can't work with white folks,” con- 
cluded Rashidi. "t was a liberating experience.” 

Few predominantly white groups in the Bay Area 
made а serious effort to get people of color to Seattle. 
Juliette Beck of Global Exchange worked hard with 


others to help people from developing (Third World) 
countries ta come. But for U.S. people of color, the main 
organizations that made o serious effort to do so were 
Just Act (Youth ACTion for Global JUSTice), formerly 
the Overseas Development Network, and Art and 
Revolution, which mostly helped artists. Many activists 
of color have mentioned Alli Chaggi-Starr of Art and 
Revolution, who not only helped people come but for the 
big march in Seattle she obtained a van with a sound 
system that was used by musicians and rappers. 

In Just Act, Coumba Toure and two other mem- 
bers of color--Raj 
Jayadev and Malachi 
Larabee-pushed hard 
for support from the 
group. As a result, 
about 40 people of 
color were enabled to 
go thanks to special 
fundraising and whītes 
staying at people's 
homes in Seattle so 
their hotel money 
could be used instead 
on plane tickets for 
people of color. 
Reflecting on the 
whole issue of working 
with whites, Coumba 
talked not only about 
pushing Just Act but 
also pushing people of 
color to apply for the 
help that became 
available. 

One of the prob- 
lems Coumba said she 
encounfered in doing 
this was "a legacy of 
distrust of middle- 
class white activists that has emerged from experi- 
ences of "being used.” Or not having our issues taken 
seriously. Involving people of color must be done in a 
way that gives them real space. Whites must under- 
stand a whole new approach is needed that includes 
respect (if you go to people of color thinking you know 
more, it creates a barrier). Also, you cannot approach 
people simply in terms of numbers, like let's give 2 
scholarships. "People of color must be central to the 
project." 

Jia Ching Chen recalled that once during the week 
of protest, in a jail holding-cell, he was one of only two 
people of color among many Anglos. He tried to discuss 
with some of them the need to involve more activists of 


color and the importance of white support in this. 
"Some would say, We want to diversify; but didnt 
understand the dynamics of this.” In other words, they 
didnit understand the kinds of problems described by 
Coumba Toure. "Other personal conversations were 
more productive, he said, "and some white people 
started to recognize why people of color could view the 
process of developing working relations with whites as 
oppressive." 

Unfortunately the heritage of distrust was intensi- 
fied by some of the AFL-CIO leadership of labor on the 
Nov. 30 march. They 
chose to take a differ- 
ent route through 
downtown rather than 
marching with others 
to the Convention 
Center and helping to 
block the WTO. Also, 
on the march to down- 
town they reportedly 
had a conflict with the 
Third World Peoples 
Assembly contingent 
when they rudely told 
the people of color to 
move aside so they 
could be in the lead. 

Yet if only a small 
number of people of 
color went to Seattle, 
all those with whom I 
spoke found the expe- 


They spoke of being 
changed forever. “I 
Saw the future." "I saw 
the possibility of peo- 
ple working together." 
They colled the giant 
mobilization "a shot in the arm," if you had been feeling 
stagnant. "Being there was an incredible awakening.” 
Naomi, a Filipina dancer and musician, recalled how "at 
first a lot of my group were tired, grumpy, wanting to 
go home. That really changed. One of the artists with 


us, who never considered herself a political activist, now e 


wants to get involved back in Oakland. Seattle created 
a lot of strong bonds in my small community of co-work- 
ers and friends.” 

They seem to feel they had seen why, as the chant 
popularized by the Chicano/a students of. MECha goes, 
"Ain't no power like the power of the people (Say wha?), 
Cause the power of the people don't stop!" 

There must be effective follow-up and increased 


rience extraordinary." 


communication between people of color across the 
nation: grassroots organizers, activists, cultural work- 
ers, and educators. We need to build on the contacts 
made (or that need to be made) from Seattle. Even 
within the Bay Area, activists who could form working 
alliances still do not know of each other's existence, 

With mass protests planned for April 16-17 in 
Washington, D.C. at the meeting of the World Bank and 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the opportuni- 
ty to build on the WTO victory shines brightly. More 
than ever, we need to work on our ignorance about glob- 
al issues with study 
groups, youth work- 
Shops, conferences. 
We need 1o draw spe- 
cific links between 
WTO and our close- 
to-home struggles in 
communities of color, 
as has been empha- 
sized by Raj Jayadev 
and Lisa Juachon in 
the The Silicon Valley 
Reader: Localizing the 
Effects of the Global 
Economy, 1999, which 
they edited. 

Many examples of 
how WTO has hurt 
poor people in Third 
World countries were 
given during the 
protest. For example, 
a Pakistani told one 
panel how, for years, 
South Africans grew 
medicina herbs to 
treat AIDS at very 
little cost. The WTO 
ruled that this was 
"unfair" competition with pharmaceutical companies 
seeking to sell their expensive AIDS medications. 
"People are dying because they cannot afford those 
products, he said. A Filipino reported on indigenous 
farmers being compelled to use fertilizers containing 
poisonous chemicals in order to compete with cheap, 
imported potatoes. Ruined, they often left the land 
Seeking surival elsewhere. 

But there are many powerful examples right 
here in the U.S. For starters, consider these: 


* WTO policies encourage sub-livable wages for youth 


of color everywhere including right here. 
* WTO policies encourage privatization of health 


Ba 


care, education, welfare and other crucial public ser- 
vices, as well as cutbacks in those services, so private 
industry can take them over and run them at a profit. 
This, along with sub-livable wages, leads to jeopardizing 
the lives of working-class people and criminalizing youth 
in particular, 1 


* Workers in Silicon Valley are being chemically poi- 
Soned by the chips they work on that make such wealth 
for others. WTO doesn't want to limit those profits 
with protection for workers. 


* WTO has said it is 
"unfeir trade" to ban 
the import of gasoline 


sis dc. in which certain can- 
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have been used. This 
could have a devastat- 
ing effect on people in 
the U.S., including 
those of color, who buy 
that gas. i 
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* Overall, WTO is 
controlled by U.S. cor- 
porations. It is secret- 
ly run by а few 
advanced industrial- 
ized countries for the 
benefit of the rich and 
aspiring rich. WTO 
serves to further 
impoverish the poor of 
all countries, 

Armed with such 
knowledge, we can edu- 
cate and organize peo- 
ple of color. As Jinee 
Kim said at a San 
Francisco report-back by youth of color, "We have to 
work with people who may not know the word 'global- 
ization’ -but they LIVE globalization." 


А shorter version of this article will be found in the 
February 2000 issue of the magazine COLORLINES. 
The author, Elizabeth Martinez, spent four days at the 
WTO protest in Seattle as part ofthe delegation of the 
Southwest Network for Environmental and Economic 
Justice, which is based in Albuquerque, N.M. 
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